SIL Cameroon —June 2017
User’s Guide for the Cameroon Keyboard

This bilingual guide will show you how to use the Cameroon Keyboard. For Installation help, please see
https://langtechcameroon.info/keyboard/ .

To help you to learn the characters, you should choose the virtual keyboards most similar to your computer’s
PHYSICAL Keyboard.
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= English (US) for English = French (France) for English

» US International for French = French (France) for French

= Cameroon QWERTY for = Cameroon AZERTY for
Vernacular Vernacular

= [PA US English = [PA French (FR)


https://langtechcameroon.info/keyboard/
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Cameroon QWERTY Unified
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Practice:

BackSpace

Shift_R

Control_R

1. Print out the full keyboard chart on page 1 and circle the letters used in your language. This will make it easier

to find these important letters on your keyboard when you type.

2. Take some time to find and type each of the letters in your language. Write down any combinations that are

hard to remember.
3. Now try typing tone or other diacritics of your language on the letters.
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Using the Cameroon QWERTY Keyboard: Typing Letters

Hold SHIFT key Tap CAM key once, then
and press the key once. hold SHIFT and press the key.

Simply pressthe Tap CAM key once, then
key once. e a press the key.
Each key on the Cameroon Keyboard can be used to produce multiple
characters (letters).

1. If you tap the | key once, you will get a lowercase "e".

Sometimes you may need to use two keys to get the letter you want. The
SHIFT key is a key on a computer keyboard. It is used to type capital letters
(like this: "ABC") instead of lowercase ("abc").

2. If you hold the key and tap the | key once, you will get a capital "E".
The Cameroon Keyboard is special, and it is possible to type other Characters
not printed on your keyboard using the "CAM" (Cameroon) key. On your
Cameroon QWERTY Keyboard, the CAM key is the semicolon key (). Each
time you need the CAM key, just press .

To get the special characters shown on the right side of each key in the chart

(like this: “22b”) instead of common characters (like “eob”), you need to use
the CAM key.

3. If you tap the | key once, and then press the | key, you will get schwa "a".

Sometimes you may need to use three keys to get the letter you want.

4. If you tap the |- key once, then hold and type , you will get capital
schwa “9”.

In review, if you look at the keyboard chart, you'll see that most keys on the
Cameroon keyboard can be used to produce up to four different characters in

this way. Use the chart to find the letters you need for your language, and use
a combination of and the CAM Key () to type them.

e — . R
Q B B Combinations:
Q| =
£ H+)-8
f>t<5 b b then ] =b
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. |Hthenf= ] +[F) =

Tap CAM key first,

Note: Advanced users may be interested to know that you can hold the Right Alt key, known as ALT GR instead of
tapping the CAM (semicolon) key.
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Using the Cameroon Keyboard: Tones, Diacritics and other Characters

While diacritics such as tones may be harder to see on the chart, they are typed
in the same way as other letters. Note: Unlike French, diacritics on the
Cameroon keyboard must be typed AFTER the letter.

v Combinations
{ !_! " (High Tone)

Ve [ + !.! = (Rlsmg Tone)

Hold Shift

then—[

. |Hlthen =+ [ = {

Example

Tap CAM key first,

Look carefully at the key image above taken from the keyboard chart.
-To type an “a” with a high tone (a), you must type j— then .
-To type an “A” with a rising tone (A), you must hold and type H then

hold and type .

Some uncommon characters have been hidden to make way for more common
Cameroon characters.

-To type “[”, you must tap |- and then type .
-To type “{”, you must tap | and then hold and type .



